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AUTHOR life. . . 
April was a full, crazy month and the cherry on top was 
Yallwest̶a book festival in Santa Monica that I had the 

privilege of attending with two friends who have played a 
big role in my journey as an author.  

I can’t say enough great things about this festival. It’s a 
full day of signings, panels, Q&A’s and lots of fun, silly 

stuff that only book nerds really appreciate. I was in 
heaven. The event was packed with amazing writers and 

readers. I got to connect with some of my agent’s 
authors like Renee Ahdieh and Sarah Nicole Lemon, who 
were kind enough to take me under their wing and 

introduce me to the YA author world. I met so many 
incredible people, including Leigh Bardugo, author of Six of Crows who I am a huge fan of. I 

also had a chance to meet my marketing and publicity team from Wednesday Books. The 
experience definitely made all of this craziness feel more real.  
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A highlight of the festival for me was the Unexpectedly Lit panel (pictured below) with 

Veronica Roth, Dhonielle Clayton, Sandhya Menon, Sarah Nicole Lemon, Kate Hart, Leigh 
Bardugo, and Lauren Oliver on finding feminism in story. Another favorite moment was the 

chance to meet up some of the other authors in my debut group, who all have their first 
books coming out next year alongside mine. It’s great to see so many exciting stories from 
genuinely great people in the works. My friend (and fellow author) Jessica Taylor was also 

there to promote her book A Map for Wrecked Girls which comes out in August. Her ARC’s 
made an appearance and went into the hands of her first readers. It was pretty amazing to 

watch! Her book is definitely one to watch for.  

�2



MAY 2017

By the end of the weekend, I was totally exhausted, but I left really inspired and ready to get 
back to work. I came away with a better view of author life and quite a few new friends. 

On the personal side, April was also a pretty significant time of transition for me. March 
brought about a lot of life changes when my book sold and I’ve spent the last month trying to 
figure out what this new dynamic is and how exactly it works. Balancing my family, my writing, 

and the publication process has at times been overwhelming, but I think I’m slowly getting the 
hang of it. And all in all, no amount of stress or uncertainty can outweigh my excitement and 

gratitude for all that’s happened and all that’s ahead.  

This month, I’ve got some exciting events for author friends coming up, including the release 

of The Duke of Bannerman Prep by Katie A. Nelson.  

LATEST news . . . 
There are some exciting things on the horizon for my second book that I can’t share yet. But 
I can say that I’m excited to start plowing away at something that I think I will love as much as 

I love THE SKY IN THE DEEP. And as always, the news will break here in my newsletter first! 

THE SKY IN THE DEEP update . . . 
I’m still in the process of bringing THE SKY IN THE DEEP to it’s final form. I feel as if this 
book will never really be done. There are things I will probably always want to change about it 
and in my eyes, it will never be completely perfect. But I have enjoyed watching its evolution 

and being a part of each character’s journey. At times, the story has taken turns I never saw 
coming, and that is truly one of my favorite parts about writing. I cannot wait for you to meet 

Eelyn, who has inspired and challenged me in so many ways.  
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MONTHLY music . . . 
[5 songs I’ve been listening to] 

THE NIGHT WE MET by Lord Huron 
I FOUND by Amber Run 
BARE by Wildes 
SURPRISE YOURSELF by Jack Garratt 
WHICH WITCH by Florence and the Machine 

FOR writers . . . 

[Tips and inspiration for aspiring authors] 

I’m going to start doing 

more for aspiring 
writers on my Instagram 

in the coming month, so 
be on the lookout if 

that’s your thing!  

If you’re looking for a 

workshop to go to, I 
highly recommend Big Sur Writer’s Workshop in Big Sur, California. It’s in a gorgeous 

location, and staffed with an impressive faculty of agents from Andrea Brown Literary, 
authors, and editors. I attended this workshop a few years ago, and it was really the thing 
that got me on the track to publishing. There are small critique groups, panels on querying 
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and pitching, and opportunities to connect with industry professionals. More than anything 

else, it’s a place you can be surrounded by other people who are serious about their writing. 
It was worth the time and money. The next workshop is in December. Check it out at 

www.bigsurwriting.wordpress.com. 

Wherever you are at in the writing/publishing process, I cannot stress enough how important 
it is to find other writers. Whether it’s a local group or a community you find online, search 

for a tribe who gets what you’re trying to do. You will do more for your writing and for your 
career than you can on your own.  

BOOK love . . . 
[Stories that have captured my heart this month] 
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SNEAK peek . . .  

[A glimpse at the words swirling in my head lately] 

“Hello,” 

That’s what I said. 

Or at least, that’s what I think I said in that single taking in of breath that I realized it was him, 

and the next fraction of a moment that I remembered he didn’t know who I was. 

That was all. One word. And all the grandeur of the words I’d planned to say slipped over my 

tongue and down the back of my throat never to be heard. Because he didn’t know me. And if I’d 

seen him passing by on the street, I wouldn't have remembered him either. But I had the slant of his 

eyes memorized. I knew the shape of his ears and the color of his hair was the same̶the exact 

same as hers. So I didn’t say the things I’d planned to say so that I could just look at him, and in a 

way, look at her. 

For the first time since the last time I held her. 

When your child dies, something happens to the world. It turns to glass. Clear, thin glass. 

For the first time, you can see through everything and in an instant, it can all come crashing down 

and slice you up into a million bloody pieces. I could hear the high pitched rattling of it in my head, 

feel the razor sharp pressing against my skin. 

So I swallowed it down̶Ellie, the last four years, the hazy memory of the night I first met 

Silas Hunter. 

And instead, I said, “Hello.” 
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FOLLOW along . . . 

Find me on  

Twitter: @adriennebooks  

Instagram: @adrienneyoungbooks 

Goodreads: Adrienne Young 

Have a question? Email me through the 
contact form on my website and I will 
respond! 

      

    LOVE, 

      adrienne
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