
JULY 2017

ADRIENNE YOUNG 

AUTHOR life. . . 
It’s happening, people.  

June was a month of rest, but it was packed full of developments on the book front. The 

stars aligned and my final edits for THE SKY IN THE DEEP didn’t come until after my mom 
and aunt came from Texas for a long visit. I got to take them to some of my favorite 

Northern California spots without the looming deadlines I thought I was going to have. It was 
a much needed break. Almost as soon as they left, Joel and I left for Maui and spent a week 

in paradise. I honestly didn’t know how badly I needed a break until I was 75% of the way 
through it. I’m feeling so refreshed and excited about the next 10 months leading up to the 

release of my book. 

I got some mind blowing news from my agent this month (see below!) and I feel like every 
week, more is happening. I also held my first giveaway on Twitter this month, and one lucky 

teen book reviewer got advanced reader copies of Jessica Taylor’s A Map for Wrecked Girls 
and Jennifer Mathieu’s Moxie. See below to check out this month’s giveaway! 
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July is going to be so busy. I’m headed to the Society of Children’s Book Writer’s & 

Illustrators Annual Conference in LA next week, then it’s home for a couple of weeks before 
Comic Con in San Diego and a very much needed writing retreat the week after that. I’ll be 

posting about it all on my Instagram if you want to follow along! 

GIVEAWAY alert . . . 
This month I’m giving away The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas and Done Dirt Cheap by Sarah 
Nicole Lemon̶two of my favorite YA releases of 2017 thus far. Watch my social media for 

the announcement in the next few weeks! 
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LATEST news . . . 

I found out the THE SKY IN THE DEEP is going to be published 
in German! In Germany! AGH! My heart and soul is going 

international and I could not be happier. Seeing your book 
published in another language is something every author 

dreams of.   

THE SKY IN THE DEEP update . . . 
Probably the most exciting thing that’s happened this month is 

that my incredible publisher has started working on my cover! I feel like I might pass out 
when I finally see it. There are some pretty amazing people cooking up some genius over 
there at Wednesday Books and my book baby is in really good hands. I’m also stepping into 

my final edits this month, getting Eelyn’s story the best it can be. I have an awesome editor 
that has really pushed my book into something I’m so proud of.  

MONTHLY music . . .  

[5 songs I’ve been listening to] 
BROTHER by Kodaline 
KEEP IT FROM YOU by Glades 
IN THE DARK by Matt Woods 
MEDICINE by Daughter 
ON THE NATURE OF DAYLIGHT by Matt Richter 
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FOR writers . . . 

[Tips and inspiration for aspiring authors] 
If you are an aspiring writer and you have a manuscript 
that is ready or almost ready to query, you have to 

check out Pitch Wars! I compare this contest to a 
writer’s summer camp. It’s an incredible way to meet 

other writers on the Twitter writing community, find 
critique partners, and get help crafting your query. Best 

of all, they choose over fifty “mentees” to be mentored by 
talented authors and editors for three months before showcasing them to a whole slew of 

literary agents. I know several authors who got an agent this way and whose books are now 
being published. The submission window opens August 2nd! 

BOOK love . . . 
[Stories that have captured my heart this month] 
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SNEAK peek . . .  

[A glimpse at the words swirling in my head lately] 

The shine of sun on silver scales glittered above me and I looked up, squinting against the 

glare. My lungs burned, my arms and legs going cold, and I hit the chisel one more time. The rough 

white surface cracked, and I smiled, letting a few bubbles escape my lips as a piece broke free. 

I reached up to touch the glassy, blood-red stone concealed in the hard edges of the reef. It 

was my way back to him, but I wondered if he remembered what he told me the day he left me on 

the beach.  

I wondered if he meant it.  

Edges of black pushed in around my vision in sharp lines and I kicked off the rock, swimming 

for the surface, my lungs screaming for air. The fish scattered like a rainbow breaking into pieces 

around me and I came up out of the water gasping. The clouds were pulling into thin strands 

overhead but the murky blue on the horizon caught my eye. I’d noticed the sour tinge of a storm on 

the wind on the way to the beach. It would be swift, but it would be powerful. 

I looked up to where the sun was already sinking toward the slanted ridge over the island. It 

would take at least six or seven more dives to get the pyre free. And I needed to be at the other end 

of the reef by the time Koy came back for me.  

If he came back. 

I pulled in the first deep breath before pushing it back out, and when my lungs were ready, I 

dove back down. To the only chance I had of finding my father. 
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FOLLOW along . . . 

 

 LOVE, 

    adrienne
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www.adrienneyoungbooks.com 

Twitter: @adriennebooks 

Instagram: @adrienneyoungbooks 

Facebook: Adrienne Young 

Goodreads: Adrienne Young 

Have a question? Email me through the contact 
form on my website and I will respond!


